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and President Barack Obama for their
"forbearance” in allowing his son-in-law,
Omar Abdel Rahman, to win a lenient
sentence for his conviction on terrorist
charges stemming from the 1993 terrorist
attack on the World Trade Center. Zawahiri
calls Abdel Rahman's incarceration a
"severe punishment," but says the decision
to let his son-in-law go free on "harsh"
conditions in a secret prison in New York
"created an opportunity for us to speak
directly to the people of the United States
and make a call to bring them our
message, which is that the Crusader
Crusaders have nothing but ignominy and
shame before them." The letter, released
by Al Qaeda's official media arm, Al-Sahab,
could indicate that Zawahiri hopes that the
Obama administration is on the verge of a
shift in policy to launch a more aggressive
military strategy against the al-Qaida
group and its affiliates. The letter is
addressed to Obama's national security
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adviser, Tom Donilon, and appears to be a
copy of a letter addressed to U.S. Secretary
of State Hillary Clinton. The letter, dated
July 27, 2011, is addressed to Donilon, the
State Department's acting deputy
spokesman Philippe Reines, the Treasury
Department's deputy undersecretary for
terrorism and financial issues Adam Szubin,
and Clinton's counselor Cheryl Mills. It was
first noted in The Wall Street Journal. The
U.S. government, which has been waging a
largely covert campaign against al-Qaida
leader and Zawahiri's deputy, Ayman al-
Zawahiri, arrested Abdel Rahman in Egypt
in 2002 for his role in the 1993 bombing of
the World Trade Center. Zawahiri learned
of the arrest and rushed to Egypt to secure
the release of Abdel Rahman, a top
lieutenant. Ab c6a93da74d
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